
C O N T A C T 
November 18, 2015 

Montclair Presbyterian Church 
FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN  
Ben is out of the office this week. 
 
TALITHA'S TAKE 
Last Sunday in the wake of the terrible Paris attacks I prayed for imams and all Muslim leaders who 
need to reclaim and interpret their religions so that the world doesn't mistakenly allow Daesh (a better 
term for the so-called "Islamic State") to be accepted as a valid interpretation for Islam.  My prayer, if 
you will, was for those who are fighting the theological and ideological fight to keep their religion from 
being hijacked.  
 
But as I perused the news today, that prayer stuck in my throat. The prayer is answered, in a way, but 
there's a new prayer. The first prayer was answered when #notinmyname started trending worldwide 
as Muslims (from teenagers on Instagram, to elders and clerics) came out to loudly denounce the 
"Islam" supposed practiced by Daesh.  They are doing a great job.  But are we? 
 
Friends, I am sorry to say that we need to pray for ourselves, and for Christians worldwide, to keep our 
religion from being known as a religion of hatred and intolerance.  I'm talking about the anti-refugee 
sentiment, the merciless attempts at border-closing, and some quite unabashed hatred of our 
supposed enemies.  
 
For is it not violence to slam an open gate shut? Is it not violence to deny shelter, food, water, and 
protection to those who have none? If a poor one dies for lack of food, while we have food and could 
give it, their death is on our hands, according to a long tradition of our faith and other faiths:  
 

You shall welcome the stranger, for you were once strangers (says the Hebrew scriptures 
Leviticus 19:34). 
 
You shall welcome the stranger, for I am the stranger: whatever you do to the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you do to me (says Jesus in Matthew 25:40). 

 
Many of you heard the good news announced on Sunday, that the refugees from Honduras with whom 
we have covenanted for support were finally and fully granted asylum to stay legally in the USA.  We 
know, from walking this road with them, that the process of seeking asylum was far from easy.  We 
know that even now it will still be hard and they will continue to need support as they build a permanent 
life here.  But we also know that it is not only our religious duty, but our delight and our joy to be able to 
welcome them here.  We are so privileged to be able to be of service in such a valuable way.  
 
So let's leave the "war on Christianity" and the Starbucks holiday cups far behind. Christianity is not, 
and never should be, a religion that draws lines keeping some out and others in. We need to proclaim 
loudly, not just with words but in clear action, that we worship and serve the Christ who was a refugee 
child, and who was born in a manger because there was no room in the inn. May our hearts and doors 
and governmental policies be open wide to welcome him this year.      Every Blessing, Talitha 
 



Coming Soon! 

 
TAIZÉ MEDITATION SERVICE - Tonight - 7-8pm in the 
Sanctuary. The theme will be “Choosing Gratitude,” even 
amidst challenges with which we may be dealing. 
Immersing yourself in music, meditative singing, readings, 
prayer & silence will be good preparation for the season of 
Thanksgiving. Rev. Talitha Phillips is hosting a potluck 
dinner beforehand from 6-7pm in the Thornhill Room.  
 
 
 
 

 
FAITH TRIO HARVEST ACTION 2015:  Marking a Decade of Friendship   
Saturday, November 21, 2015 from 10am-3pm 
10-10:45 am - Shabbat service near the Lake Merritt Amphitheater at 12th Street & Lake Merritt Blvd 
11:00 am - Assemble with Northern California Climate Mobilization at the Lake Merritt Amphitheater  
12 noon - March to Oakland City Hall / Frank Ogawa Plaza 
1:00 pm - Rally by Northern California Climate Mobilization 
2:00 pm - Move to the Islamic Cultural Center at 1433 Madison Street, Oakland.  Bring a bag lunch 
and eat together. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  We will have our annual congregational meeting this Sunday, 
November 22, immediately following Celebration, for the purpose of electing five members to the 
church's Nominating Committee.  The nominees are:  Gloria Alexander, Kristin Dwelley, Carol Ekberg, 
Sari Kulberg and Beth Sutkus. 
 
DECORATE THE SANCTUARY FOR ADVENT!  Yes! Advent is just around the corner and we need 
help decorating the Sanctuary.  Stick around for just an hour after the congregational meeting this 
Sunday and help us put up lights, candles, wreaths, garland and banners. 
 

Digging Deeper… 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT WALKS for peace are being held on the 3rd Fridays in November and December (in 
other months it’s the 4th Friday).  We are participating in the November 20th walk. Please note that we 
will start from a different church:  Cosmopolitan Church, 988, 85th Avenue in Oakland. To join a 
carpool, meet at the MPC parking lot at 6:15pm.  If you want to go straight to the church, people gather 
around 6:45pm. We begin with an introductory discussion, including goals and guidelines of the walk, 
and prayer before we start out.  We finish with a shared debrief and prayer by around 8:30pm. 
Questions? Betsy King:  kingxbetsy@gmail.com. Please join us! 
 
FILM SALON:  Saturday, Nov. 28. Arrive at 6:15pm for 6:30pm showing in the Thornhill Room.   
The Black Orchid (B&W, 1958, 96 Minutes) - Anthony Quinn and Sophia Loren star as longtime 
widower Frank and recently widowed Rose; they are lonely hearts who discover something special in 
this sensitive comedy romance.  Bring snacks!  Contact Jeanne Dunn 510-834-7559  



 
Skip Black Friday, GIVING TO THE WORLD will be coming back November 29th. Stay tuned for 
alternative charity-based giving options.  
 
POETS AND STORYTELLERS EVENT:  “Mr. Emerson's Revolution” a book launch-brunch on 
Sunday, Dec. 13, 11:30am to 1:30pm in the Thornhill Room.  Editor and contributor, Jean Mudge.  
 
SMALL GROUPS:  It's time to create a new set of Family Life Small Groups for the spring! Please 
contact me if you have an idea for gathering MPC'ers together to create, talk, walk, see or. . .?  
Gretchen Garlinghouse - mailto:ggarlinghouse@aol.com or (510) 482-1157 
 
SAVE THE DATE -  EARTH CARE: Join us Dec. 8 (Tuesday at 5:30) for a rally and demonstration to 
tell the Oakland City Council to Ban Coal in Oakland. From Earth Care (formerly SPLASH)  For more 
info. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – January 16th - An invitation to all MPC women - Fuel yourselves on Saturday 
morning, January 16, 10am-noon, with coffee and conversation in the Family Room. All women 
welcome!  Get to know new folks and get to know long time attendees even better.  Mark those 2016 
calendars now! 
 
A new Poets & Storytellers anthology, LIVES IN PROGRESS 2015 continues on sale this Sunday in 
the family room.  A great chance to reflect on our experiences and find out where we’ve been.  Our 
MPC diversity shimmers, challenges and inspires!  A bargain at $7.  Margaret Irvin 510-230-4741 
 

Notes from the Family 
 
THANKSGIVING POTLUCK:  Hey if you’re looking for fun and fellowship for Thanksgiving Day dinner, 
please join us at MPC.  Allen Todd and I (Cathy Sharp) will be making turkey and gravy and playing 
music and games.  If you want to come, please let us know and let us know what side dish, libation, or 
dessert you can bring.  We’ll strive to have turkey ready by 4pm but will be there earlier if anyone wants 
to come by and hang out or set up.  Please RSVP to both Allen and me.  With Thankfulness, Cathy & 
Allen 
 
DORIS MCHENRY MEMORIAL:  There will be a graveside service on Monday, Nov. 23 starting at 
11am at Mt. View Cemetery in Oakland for long time MPC member, Doris McHenry, who died 
peacefully on Wednesday, October 14 at the age of 99. Thanks, Nancy McHenry Dirks 
 

And welcome new members to the MPC Family… 
Seth Hardiman 
I've lived in San Francisco for 7 years, but I am originally from a rural 
Oklahoma farm town.  I discovered MPC through Anna and Adrian 
Santos, and I immediately felt like I'd found a home.  My interests are 
primarily photography (35mm film), stand-up comedy, and art.  (I am 
not a great artist, but art is fun).  I work as an IT admin and am happy 
to help with anything related to tech.  And I'd love to help out with non-
tech things too.   

http://www.mpcfamily.org/events/jean-mudges-emerson-book-brunch-sunday-dec-13/
mailto:ggarlinghouse@aol.com
http://www.sunflower-alliance.org/oakland_fossil_fuel_resistance_campaign
http://www.sunflower-alliance.org/oakland_fossil_fuel_resistance_campaign


                                                                   Claudette Hulce 
I've been a Presbyterian since 4th grade, and am currently a member of 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Austin TX.  After moving to the Bay 
Area in January, of course I began to search for a church community.  
MPC was the first (and only) church I attended because the warmth and 
inclusivity of the MPC family really touched me immediately.  I'm joining 
as an Affiliate Member, since I anticipate returning to my home 
congregation within the next year.  Meanwhile, I hope to serve MPC and 
participate fully in the life of the family here.  So far I have enjoyed the 
Adult Education classes, and author talks.  I am most impressed with 
the range of literary, musical and other talent that is evident in this 
congregation.  I thank you all for making me so welcome and I hope that 
I am able to give something of value to MPC while I am sojourning here! 

 
Michael Griffith 
 
I'm a retired archivist; my last job was County Archivist for Santa Clara 
County.  I heard of MPC from friends and came seeking a new church 
community after having left the Unitarian Church.  I came to treasure the 
strong sense of community at MPC and found worshipping here nourished 
and sustained me.  I plan to work on the plant sale and, of course, other 
activities/committees where I can be helpful. 
 

Praying and Celebrating 
 
CELEBRATION CALENDAR:   
Sunday Nov. 22 - Pastor Talitha is preaching, “Work Hard, Rest Hard” 
Sunday Nov. 29 - Pastor Ben is preaching, "Champagne With You": the first Sunday in Advent!  
Sunday Dec. 6 – Pastor Ben is preaching, and we will have special music from the MPC choir 
Tuesday, Dec. 8th, 7-8 PM: Christmas Caroling  
Sunday Dec. 13 – Pastor Ben is preaching, and we will have special music from the Tom Dambly jazz 
ensemble 
Sunday Dec. 20 – the children and youth will present their Christmas Pageant 
 
THE POWER OF PRAYER:  Each Sunday, as we share our prayers, the whole community commits to 
keep them in our hearts and carry them through the week, in love and concern.  And on Tuesday 
mornings, your staff (Ben, Shane, and Talitha) will pray again for any prayer requests made known to 
us.  Do feel free to email, text, or call any one of us with prayer requests, and make it clear if you do 
not want us to share the request in the Praying and Celebrating section in Contact.  
 
WE PRAY 
for peace in the world 
for those traumatized and terrified by the recent attacks in Paris, Beirut, and Nigeria 
for those who are recovering from surgery  
for those who mourn  
for rain, and an end to our drought  
for those needs that live hidden in our hearts as "sighs too deep for words" 



 
WE ARE GRATEFUL  
for peacemakers everywhere 
for a refugee family that has received asylum 
for the new members of our church, Seth, Claudette, and Michael 
for all who work to help and heal 
for the compassion of this community 
 
If you have additional prayer requests that you would like included in Contact or during the 
Sunday Celebration prayer time, do feel free to contact Pastor Ben, ben@mpcfamily.org. 
 
DEADLINES: To submit announcements for the Bulletin and Contact, please send them to 
office@mpcfamily.org. The deadline for Contact is Tuesdays at Noon, and the deadline for the Bulletin 
is Wednesdays at 3pm.  
 
MPC Calendar: 
Wed Nov 18 2:00pm – 3:30pm In Sickness and Health Support Group - Family Room 
Wed Nov 18 6:00pm – 7:00pm Intergenerational Potluck before Taizé - Thornhill Room 
Wed Nov 18 7:00pm – 8:00pm Taizé Candlelight Prayer Service - Sanctuary 
Thu Nov 19 7:30pm – 9:30pm Choir Rehearsal - Thornhill Room  
Fri Nov 20 12:15pm – 1:15pm Al-Anon Meeting - Thornhill Room 
Fri Nov 20  4:00pm – 8:00pm Youth Group - Service Day - College Avenue Presbyterian 
Sat Nov 21 10:00am – 3:00pm Interfaith Harvest Action (Faith Trio)  

Marching Together for Climate Repair,  
Oakland’s Lake Merritt Amphitheatre & City Hall 

Sat Nov 21 11:00am – 12:00pm Fruitvale Food Pantry, Food Distribution  
Sun Nov 22 8:45am – 9:45am Children & Youth Committee Meeting - Room 4  
Sun Nov 22 10:00am – 11:15am Worship - Sanctuary  
Sun Nov 22 11:00am – 11:15am Congregational Meeting - Sanctuary 
Sun Nov 22  11:30am – 12:30pm Family Hour - Family Room  
Sun Nov 22 7:00pm – 9:00pm Youth Group meeting - Room 2  
Mon Nov 23 8:00am – 9:00am Seniors' Exercise Class - Family Room  
Mon Nov 23 10:00am – 11:30am Staff Meeting - Pastor's Office  
Mon Nov 23 12:30pm – 2:30pm Journaling Group - Thornhill Room   
Wed Nov 25  8:00am – 9:00am Seniors' Exercise Class - Family Room  
 
MONTCLAIR   PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH 
5701 Thornhill Drive, Oakland, California 94611, (510) 339-1131, www.mpcfamily.org 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-4:00pm 
Rev. Ben Daniel, Pastor, Office hours Monday-Thursday, 10am -4pm (Friday is his day off) 
Rev. Talitha Phillips, Associate Pastor, Office hours Monday-Thursday, 10am-4pm (Friday is her day off)  
Shane Brodie, Administrative Assistant, Office hours Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm 
Kim Rankin: Music Director and Marcia Roy: Organist 
Gil & Maria Chiguila: Caretaker and Janitor 
Rev. John Hadsell: Theologian in Residence and Rev. Kathy Ray: Parish Associate 
Allen Todd, Brad Hestir, Linda Spencer & Adrian Santos, Sound Technicians 

mailto:ben@mpcfamily.org
mailto:office@mpcfamily.org

