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STATED SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
February 4, 2014  7 PM in the Thornhill Room 

 
Elders Present:  Lee Aurich, Cynthia Cudaback, Rob Elia, Jean  
                            Gregory, Susanne Lea, Leslie Louie, Carrie McKiernan, 
                             Bill Neely,  Sharon Noteboom, Bob Saltz, David  
                             Siegenthaler                              
Elders Excused: Francie Chan, Margaretha Derasary, Karen Ray  
                             Gibson, Brant Nicholas 
Staff Present:      Rev. Melinda McLain, Talitha Philips, Rev. Kathy Ray 
Others Present:   Anita Bowers, Al Peters 
 
Rev. Melinda McLain reported that Rev. Kathy Ray was sick and unable to 
moderate the meeting.  Clerk of session Susanne Lea called the meeting to order  
at 7:00.  Lee Aurich offered the opening prayer. 
 
Clerk’s Report: The next regular session meeting is Tuesday, March 4,  
2014 at 7:00 p.m.  The new class of elders will be installed on March 16; 
training on the constitutional questions will occur prior to that time.  Rev. 
Ben Daniel was received into Presbytery at the January meeting.    
The annual audit letter was presented and accepted into the minutes.   
Susanne  also reported for the minutes that Anita Bowers is the new chair  
of the Social Justice Steering Committee.  The session potluck at Bill  
Neely’s home has been changed from March 31 to April 2. 
 

 MSP the minutes of the January 7, 2014 stated session meeting. 
 MSP to approve the 2013 annual statistical report. 
 MSP to hold the April session meeting on April 8 

 
Finance Committee Report:  Chair Al Peters reported that with the 2012 special 
financial appeals, more revenues have come in up front and we are well ahead of 
projected revenues.  Session received the MPC financials for the period ending 
December 31, 2013 as well as the 2012-2013 financial statements for the David 
Russell endowment trust fund (see attached).  
 

 MSP to defer proceeds from the auction and jazz concert to the next fiscal 
year and recognize the revenues at that time.  

 
MPC has received a $40,000 gift with no strings attached except that it be used 
for extraordinary needs under session’s direction.  There was discussion, without 
resolution, about how to recognize and thank the donor.  Finance Committee will 
make some recommendations for how to spend the funds; session members can 
send their ideas to Al.    
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Stewardship Report:  Carrie McKiernan, new Stewardship chair, presented 
ideas for the stewardship campaign (see attached) and received feedback from 
session. 
 
Nominating Committee Report:  Chair Lee Aurich presented the nominees for 
the next class of session elders:  Amy Bess, Sue Davies, Betsy King and Anna 
Santos. 
 
 Membership and Outreach (M & O) Report:  Bill Neely explained that M & O 
has engaged in a serious effort to clean up the rolls, resulting in 68 removals for 
the period January, 2012 through January, 2014.  The attached report reflects 
the various categories in which removals occurred.  
 
Personnel Committee Report:  Leslie Louie presented the attached personnel 
report.  Francie Chan will be the new personnel chair.  The Employee Handbook 
calls for a committee composed of the chair (a current session member) plus at 
least one additional current session member and 1-2 additional congregational 
members. Leslie recommended that the composition be change to permit up to 
three non-session members to serve on the committee. 
 

 MSP the potential expansion of the personnel committee to allow up to 
three non-session members to serve on the committee.  

  
Ben’s Installation Service:  Susanne updated session on plans for Ben’s 
installation service.  
 
Annual Evaluations:   
1.  Social Justice Cluster:  Liaison Rob Elia and Steering Committee chair Anita 
Bowers walked session through the evaluations.  A number of issues for session 
consideration were identified, including: 

 Expand use of social media and website to promote activities and events. 
 Increase efforts to reach new and younger members. 
 Identify and encourage new leadership. 
 Make how to participate in activities and events obvious and fun.  
 Focus on activity and things to do, not committee membership. 

2.  Children and Youth:  Talitha reported that Vern Alexander is joining the 
committee.  She identified several issues needing attention: 

 C & Y requires many volunteers, and there is a need to diversify the 
volunteer pool beyond parents. 

 Youth are not visible to the congregation; it is hard to get them here on 
Sunday for Celebration and Youth Group. 

 The committee is trying to bridge the theological gap as children transition 
from the mythical stories of Godly Play to the rational and moral inquiry 
characteristic of Youth Group.   

 Although youth can join a church and be confirmed at age 14, MPC has 
no confirmed youth members. 
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 Big questions:  what does MPC want from and for the youth, and from the 
Youth Group program? 

3.  Storytellers:  Jean Gregory delivered the Storytellers evaluation.  She 
explained that this committee, which includes a writing group, focuses on the 
interior life.  They would like to collaborate more with other committees.  Talitha 
indicated that C & Y plans to coordinate more with Storytellers.  Calendaring 
conflicts constitute the biggest problem for Storytellers. 
 
Staff Reports:  Session received the attached staff reports.  
 
Melinda closed with song at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Susanne Lea, Clerk of Session 
 


