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Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
February 3, 2015       7 PM in the Thornhill Room 

 
Elders Present:  Lee Aurich, Amy Bess, Francie Chan, Cynthia  
                            Cudaback, Margaretha Derasary, Sue Davies, Jean 
                            Gregory, Karen Ray Gibson, Betsy King, Susanne 
                            Lea, Sharon Noteboom, Anna Santos,  
                            David Siegenthaler 
Elders Excused:  Bill Neely 
Staff Present:     Rev. Ben Daniel, Talitha Phillips 
Others Present: Tamara Lett. Steve McKiernan, Marge Nicholson 
 
Rev. Ben Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Lee Aurich 
offered the opening prayer. 
 
Clerk’s Report:  Session will meet again on Tuesday, March 10 at 
6:30 p.m.  This will be a potluck dinner with the incoming session 
class, a chance to say goodbye and thanks to the outgoing class, 
plus a “lite” session meeting.  Presbytery meets Tuesday, Feb. 20, at 
Sojourner Truth in Richmond.  Our congregational meeting to receive 
the auditor’s report and elect new elders and auditors is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 22.  Lee Aurich, chair of Nominating Committee, 
indicated that the proposed session nominees are:  Gretchen 
Garlinghouse; Shelly Kelley; Mary Ellen McKey and Rayno Niemi; the 
committee is in conversation with the current auditors in hopes of 
garnering commitment to re-up their term.  Our annual committee fair 
is scheduled for April 26.  
 MSP the minutes of the Jan. 6, 2015 stated session meeting, as 

corrected. 
 MSP to change the March meeting date to March 10.  
 MSP to approve the annual statistical report, with one correction. 
 
Children & Youth Committee:  Tamara Lett explained that last 
spring, the committee introduced a dedicated space in the back of the 
sanctuary devoted to families and children.  The experiment was to 
operate on a trial basis.  After about six months, the committee 
surveyed the congregation; not surprisingly, the survey revealed 
strong support for this innovation.   
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 MSP to make the Family Space a permanent feature, and to 
double the size by creating a similar space on the other side of the 
sanctuary.  
 

Capital Campaign:  Ben and Lee Aurich reported that the feasibility 
study team -- consisting of Jim Allardice, Tom Davies, Jeanne Dunn, 
Bob Saltz and Linda Spencer -- has met for the first time.  Their 
mission is to come up with a list of around 30 folks to ascertain the 
giving capacity of the congregation.  There is also a need for a 
Building Committee to help winnow down projects and interface with 
project management.  Session tasked Nominating Committee with 
coming up with five to eight people with appropriate experience to 
serve on a building committee.  
 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC):  Steve 
McKiernan and Marge Nicholson presented the Addendum to the 
Mission Study and the Mission Information Form (MIF) for the 
Associate Pastor position.  They answered questions and took 
suggestions.   

 MSP to approve the Addendum to the Mission Study  
 MSP to approve the MIF with two minor changes. 

 
Vacation Package for Talitha Phillips:  Ben pointed out that the 
Presbytery’s minimum compensation package calls for four weeks 
paid vacation and two weeks study leave.  He suggested that we 
adopt this part of the package for Talitha, retroactive to January. Ben 
emphasized the benefits of adequate vacation to the church and 
Talitha.  Session members were of a mind to send the matter to 
Personnel to determine Talitha’s actual vacation status at this point in 
time, and revisit the matter in March.    
 
Finance Committee:   
1.  Stewart Trust:  Finance Committee liaison Amy Bess reported 
that MPC has received $150,000 from the Robert Stewart Trust.  The 
question remains:  how to expend or invest these funds?  One 
thought would be to use the funds to pay off member loans remaining 
from the last capital campaign. 

 MSP to leave the funds intact pending the outcome of the new 
capital campaign feasibility study, and until we have a sense of 
how the campaign is going. 
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2. David Russell Memorial Endowment Trust Fund  
 MSP that session received and reviewed the David Russell 

Memorial Trust Fund financial statements.   
3. MPC’s Six Month Financial Statements 

 MSP that session received and reviewed MPC’s six-month 
financial statements.  

 
New Business:  Bulletin Boards:  Talitha Phillips announced that all  
bulletin boards must be updated by Easter.  If a committee currently 
doesn’t have a bulletin board but wants one, contact Talitha. 
 
New Business:  Blast Email Policy:  Ben brought forward the need 
for clarity and consistency in the of blast emails.  

 MSP that blast emails be used to: 
1) Notify the congregation of a death; 
2) Notify the congregation of emergencies and major 
scheduling changes 
3)  Inform the congregation about designated and recurring 
special events, namely:  major musical works; adult education 
offerings; Family Camp; Yule Feast; and major church 
fundraisers. 
Blast emails are not appropriate tools to use if someone 
missed the Contact deadline for an announcement. 

 
Plant Sale:  Amy Bess raised the issue of signage for the upcoming 
plant sale 

 MSP to authorize the purchase of two 4’ x 2 ½’ banners for the 
plant sale, their placement to be determined later.  

 
Annual Evaluation reports  (attached) were received from the 
following committees: 
1.  Beacons:  we need more! 
2.  Storytellers:  Jean Gregory is stepping down as chair; Margaret 
Irving will replace her.  The committee wants to relate more 
intentionally with Family Life; the sentiment is mutual. 
3.  Adult Education:  150 folks signed up for classes! 
4.  Finance:  The committee is functioning well. 
5.  Children and Youth:  The committee appreciates session’s 
flexibility.  The youth group now has two youth advisors from First 
Presbyterian, Oakland and MPC’ers Sloan White and Brenda 
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Vallenas recently have come aboard as advisors.  A faith exploration 
(confirmation) class is also being offered.    
 
Staff Reports: Staff reports were received. 
 
Closing Prayer by Ben at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susanne Lea, Clerk of Session 
 


