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September 2, 2014       7 PM in the Thornhill Room 
 
Elders Present:  Lee Aurich, Amy Bess, Francie Chan, Cynthia Cudaback,  

Sue Davies, Margaretha Derasary, Jean Gregory, Betsy 
King, Susanne Lea, Bill Neely, Sharon Noteboom, Anna 
Santos, David Siegenthaler 

Elders Excused: Karen Ray Gibson 
Staff Present:     Rev. Ben Daniel; Talitha Phillips 
Others Present:  Carrie McKiernan 
 
Rev. Ben Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Cynthia Cudaback 
offered the opening prayer. 
 
Clerk’s Report:  Session will meet again on Tuesday, October 7, 2014.  
Presbytery meets Tuesday, September 9 at First Pres., Oakland. 
Susanne Lea reminded session liaisons to start using the template for 
committee reports as a way to keep session informed about committee 
actions, issues and needs. 
 MSP the minutes of the July 15, 2014 stated session meeting. 
 
Stewardship Committee Check In:  Carrie McKiernan, chair of S.C., 
floated three questions for discussion:  How to decide what fundraisers to 
hold; how to determine which external fundraisers to support; and how to 
resource fundraising activities? Three potential fundraisers have been 
discussed: an evening opera concert with wine and cheese; a spring plant 
sale; and an auction. Additionally, the fundraising campaign for our solar 
panels is underway.  Our policy on external fundraisers requires sponsorship 
of a committee and approval of the stewardship committee and/or session.  
The idea of a party planning or events group to resource and promote 
fundraisers was discussed.  Francie Chan and Amy Bess indicated interest.  
Other names:  Tom Eelkema, Susan ten Bosch Paull and Deborah Brooks.   
 MSP to approve an opera concert fundraiser for the fall.  
 
Finance Committee Updates and Issues  A subcommittee of Ben, Francie, 
Al Peters and Susanne met to map out a strategy for negotiating a lease 
extension with Applegarden.  There is consensus that going forward, 
monthly rent should be $3,000, and the school should pay for the privilege 
of using our parking lot.  Solar panel installation has begun; materials are 
being stored in family room.   
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We have depleted the B & G budget for this fiscal year, but still need to 
replace our refrigerators, to the tune of about $4,000.  Francie will explore 
fundraising options.   
 
Membership and Outreach:  Bill Neely delivered the M & O report on the 
August outreach effort at the Montclair Farmer’s Market.  Upcoming events 
include participation in the Dimond District Oktoberfest and the Montclair 
Holiday Stroll.  Seven to ten new members will be joining MPC in the next 
several months!  See attached report. 
 
Buildings and Grounds:  Susanne briefed session on B & G activities – see 
attached report.  Ben raised the issue of approval for cost overruns on 
building and repair projects such as the parking lot. 
 MSP that the Finance chair and the co-chairs of B & G are authorized to 

serve as Session’s voice in cost-overrun conversations and decisions. 
     
Social Justice Steering Committee:  Betsy King updated session on 
Oakland Community Organizations’ campaign to promote Proposition 47, 
the Safe Neighborhoods and School Act.  This major reform would 
reclassify certain low-level nonviolent crimes from felonies to 
misdemeanors, and dedicate the financial savings to K-12 schools, mental 
health treatment and victim services.   
 MSP to support our Social Justice Steering Committee as it partners with 

OCO in promoting Proposition 47. 
 

Central American Refugee Crisis:  Anna Santos asked for session 
approval to develop a covenant with the Ordonez family that would address 
multiple facets of their situation, including offering a welcoming 
community, regular spiritual and emotional support, and living essentials as 
needed; attending court proceedings; and possibly offering financial support 
and support for the children as they transition to school.  Ultimately, the 
draft covenant would be brought to the congregation for buy-in and 
approval. 
 MSP to move forward with the process of covenanting with and assisting 

the Ordonez family. 
 

Path to Ordaining Talitha: Ben and Susanne will meet with COM liaison 
Monte McLain, to get the ball rolling on ordaining Talitha. 
 
Staff Reports: Staff reports were received from Ben and Talitha (attached).  
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Closing Prayer by Ben at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susanne Lea 
Clerk of Session 
 
 


