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STATED SESSION MEETING MINUTES 
April 8, 2014       7 PM in the Thornhill Room 

 
Elders Present:  Lee Aurich, Amy Bess, Francie Chan, Cynthia Cudaback, Sue      
                   Davies, Margaretha Derasary, Karen Ray Gibson, Jean     
                             Gregory, Betsy King, Susanne Lea, Bill Neely, Sharon  
                             Noteboom, David Siegenthaler                              
Elders Excused:  Anna Santos 
Staff Present:      Rev. Ben Daniel; Talitha Phillips 
 
Rev. Ben Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00.  Jean Gregory offered the  
opening prayer. 
 
Clerk’s Report:  Presbytery meets again on Tuesday, May 6, 2014, the same  
day as the next regularly scheduled session meeting.  After discussion of several  
options and by consensus, it was decided to re-schedule the May session  
meeting for Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Susanne noted the new session assignments and reviewed the protocol for  
bringing items to session.   She reported for the minutes that the new class of  
elders was ordained and installed on March 16, 2014.  
 
 MSP the minutes of the March 4, 2014 stated session meeting. 
 MSP the following elders to serve as Presbytery Commissioners:  Tom 

Davies, Chuck Dormann, Jean Gregory and Susanne Lea, with Francie Chan 
and David Siegenthaler serving as alternates. 

 MSP the following elders to serve as officers of the David Russell Memorial 
Endowment Trust Fund:  Cynthia Cudaback, President; Margaretha Derasary, 
Secretary; Al Peters, Chief Financial Officer. 

 MSP for Susanne Lea to serve as clerk of session through March 2015.  
 MSP the following elders to serve as officer of the corporation:  Cynthia 

Cudaback, President; Al Peters, Treasurer; Susanne Lea, Secretary.   
 
PNC Final Report:  Carrie McKiernan presented the PNC final report (attached). 
Common themes and patterns were discussed, e.g., the huge time  
commitment involved, and that the committee operated without sniping or  
divisiveness. 
 
Stewardship Report:  Carrie reported that to date pledges are up $7,000 as 
compared with last year, plus we expect an additional $21,000 in pledges that 
have not yet been received.  All together there will be more folks pledging.  The 
issue remains:  how to encourage new members to pledge.   We also have a 
$40,000 one-time gift. Food for thought:  build a dream budget before the pledge 
drive, and then conduct the stewardship campaign to match the dream.   
New Business:  Accessibility Issues:  Ben pointed out several accessibility 
issues that have come to his attention, namely how to improve disabled parking,  
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access to hymnals in the sanctuary by wheelchair users, and signage.  He will 
invite a person from his prior church to do an accessibility assessment and walk-
through of MPC. 
 
New Business:  Event Greeters:  Margaretha Derasary pointed out that there 
were no ushers or greeters to welcome and direct guests who attended Marilynn 
Moore’s memorial service.  Ben noted that this is a Celebration issue related to 
how we use ushers and fulfill our hospitality role. 
 
Family Life Update:  Cynthia reported that Family Life is restructuring the 
committee around three co-chairs:  (1) a chair to serve an oversight role for large 
events such as Yule Feast and Family Camp; (2) a chair for ongoing weekly and 
monthly smaller events such as Family Hour and Birthday Sundays; and (3) a 
chair to coordinate short-term, pop-up type events and mixers. 
 
Beacons request:  Sue Davies called our attention to the need for an updated 
list of ways to become involved at MPC.  Talitha Phillips is working with 
Membership and Outreach Committee on a new brochure designed to address 
this issue and will circulate a draft to session.  
 
Yule Feast Recap:  Talitha reported that 167 people attended Yule Feast;  
registration fees netted a surplus of $383 over expenses.  The silent auction 
raised $7604.  Next time around, the silent auction will be a separate event.  The 
committee has put together a manual describing all volunteer tasks. 
 
Celebration Committee Report:  Jean Gregory outlined several issues that 
Celebration Committee is currently discussing and/or reviewing, including Time 
with Children, the Family Pew, the role of greeters and ushers, upkeep of pews, 
and serving a simple meal before the Taize service.  
 
Jim presented the attached proposed procedures for presenting invitations during 
Sunday Celebration.  Session gave input and requested that the proposal return 
to the committee for modest revision.  
 
Annual Evaluations:  Lee Aurich for Nominations Committee, Bill Neely for 
Membership and Outreach and Margaretha for Adult Education briefly presented 
their committees’ annual evaluations.  Margaretha commented that Adult 
Education is looking for a new chair, hoping that the “next generation” will step in 
to leadership.   
 
Staff Reports:  Session received the attached staff reports.   
 
Ben reported that his publisher is flying him to Louisville the week after Easter to 
discuss his next book.  By consensus session concluded that the trip is in the 
nature of work rather than vacation or study leave. 
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 MSP to release move-in funds for Ben in the amount of $5,800 ($3,000 
deposit and $2,800 first month rent), the deposit to be returned to MPC with 
no interest at the end of the lease. 

 
Evaluation:  Two thumbs up for the meeting; we are blessed with who is here 
and the talent each brings; Carrie- great work on stewardship.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susanne Lea 
Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


