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Spring 2016 Adult Education Classes 
 

Wintering Birds in Oakland       Miles and Mary Ellen McKey 
 
Once again many thousands of ducks, geese and shorebirds will 
make their way south from their breeding grounds in the far north.  
Arrowhead Marsh, in the MLK Jr. Regional Shoreline, is a favorite 
wintering place for lots of species. Join Miles and Mary Ellen McKey 
to see what can be seen. If you want a little preparation, we’ll be 
showing “slides” of some of the birds in the Thornhill Room after 
church at 11:30 on January 17. Everyone welcome. 
 

Dates: Sunday, 1/17 (preview)  
            Saturday, 1/23 (outing) 

Time: 11:30am – 1:00pm (preview) 
           8:00am – 10:00 a.m. (outing) 

Location: Thornhill Room (preview) 
                  Arrowhead Marsh (outing) 
Convener: Linda Benson 

Class Size: 10-20 
Suggested donation: $5 
 

  
 

Where is Wisdom Found?                                 Rev. Dr. Carol Miles 
 

Proverbs call to us from billboards and T-shirts and coffee 
mugs:  "Keep calm and carry on." "Trust, but verify."  
Sometimes they express traditional cultural values and societal 
norms ("Practice makes perfect." "Everything in moderation."), 
and sometimes they challenge the status quo ("If at first you 
don't succeed, time to redefine success." "A penny saved is 
impossible.")  

The Bible is full of proverbs that reflect the values of the Kingdom of God. How do they hold up in-the-light 
of contemporary wisdom? Join us as we explore the books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes ("For every time 
there is a season...") searching, in particular, for wisdom on relationships, success, and economic 
inequality.  

Our friend and sometime teacher, the Rev. Dr. Carol Miles, will lead the class. Carol has a Ph.D. in 
Practical Theology from Princeton Seminary and has taught on the faculties of two seminaries...and was 
recently a visiting professor at the Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley.  

Dates: Sundays, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21, 2/28 Time: 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
Location: Room 10 Class Size: 10-20 
Convener: Minda Lucero Fee: $20 
 



 

 

 

 
Art and Faith           Ben Daniel 

 
This class begins with the idea that because the best art happens when 
humans are processing big ideas and important emotions, art has important 
things to teach us about ourselves. (This is an idea found in the book Art As 
Therapy by Alain de Botton.) This class will feature two parts. First we will 
gather to talk about how art might inform us spiritually (or at least help us to 
walk our spiritual journey). The second part of the class will involve a field 
trip to the Legion of Honor in San Francisco, where we will allow art to 
teach us and to help us on our spiritual journeys.    
 
 
 
 

Dates: (DATE CHANGE) Saturday 2/20 (Introduction)  
            Saturday 2/27 (Field trip) 

Times: 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (Intro) 
              9:00am – 3:00pm (Field Trip) 

Locations: Thornhill Room (Intro) 
                    Legion of Honor (Field Trip) 
Convener: Linda Benson 

Class Size: 8-12 
Fee: Admission fee to museum is $10,     
$7 for 65+ 

  

 

Earth Care Sampler          Earth Care Committee Members 
 
Everyone looks at the planet through a different lens, and 
each lens reveals a different way to help the planet. Join the 
Earth Care committee in exploring a rainbow of 
environmental stewardship ideas. We will offer practical 
advice on earth-friendly improvements to our homes and 
lifestyles, and also explore the role of prayer. We will share 
outreach activities ranging from kindergarten classrooms to 
political activism. We will explore the role of artistic 
expression and of quantitative measurements. Please join 
us. 
 
Dates: Mondays, 2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14 Time: 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Thornhill Room Class Size: 8-12 
Convener: Cynthia Cudaback Suggested Donation: $5 
 

 



 

 

The Jesus Fatwa (Living the Questions)       Ben Daniel 
 

"The Jesus Fatwa" is a video series about Islam that was produced by Living 
the Questions with a lot of on and off-screen help from Ben Daniel. We will be 
watching and discussing "The Jesus Fatwa," and using it as a springboard into 
a larger discussion about Islam. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dates: Sundays, 3/13, 3/20, 4/24 Time: 11:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Thornhill Room Class Size: 8-12 
Convener: Margaretha Derasary Suggested Donation: $5 

 
 

How Can We Contribute to Making a           Jean Mudge  
Healthy and Just World Economy?              David Siegenthaler 
    
All of us are daily investors and consumers in our own and the world’s 
economies.  How might a radical re-orientation of who we think we really 
are as economic actors help us reform these systems?  How do we return 
economics from its orientation on maximization of profits to its humanistic 
roots?  How can we deepen the reach of human spirit to make the most of 
our collective capacities?  Most importantly, how do we change our core 
concepts from self-centered individualism to responsible householders in 
solidarity with all of Earth’s communities?  This 4-week class will explore 
these radical and basic questions using Lew Mudge’s book, We Can Make 
the World Economy a Sustainable Global Home, as a basis for discussion.  
The class will include updated assessments of the current economic situation, as well as alternate paths 
forward as we seek realistically to move from where we are today toward the global community of 
solidarity and sustainability to which we are called.  
 
Jean Mudge has a PhD in American Studies from Yale University, and is an independent scholar and 
documentary filmmaker. She is a partner with Lew in this work, having prepared, edited, and 
supplemented his manuscript for publication. 
 
David Siegenthaler has an M.Div. from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and a PhD in 
Systematic and Philosophical Theology from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. His main project 
is to explore, theologically and ecologically, the human role in nature. 
 
Dates: Sundays, 4/3, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24 Time: 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
Location: Room 10 Class Size: 10-20 
Convener: Minda Lucero Fee: $20 



 

 

 

God and Human Suffering              Rev. Dr. Greg Love 
 

If God is all-powerful and loves us like a parent loves her or his child, why 
do horrific things happen to us or to those we love?  Where is God when 
it hurts?  This seminar will investigate three different Christian views of 
God’s relationship to human suffering.  First, we will look at Biblical views 
that begin with the premise that God is Lord over all things.  Next we will 
investigate Biblical views that begin with the idea that God is never the 
source of evil.   

We will end with a contemporary position which incorporates aspects of both these Biblical beliefs, and 
see whether the view makes sense in-light-of our own experience of suffering. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Gregory Love is Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary.  Also a Presbyterian pastor, Dr. Love brings together the best of contemporary Christian 
theology with the issues of Christians in the pews.  His most recent book is Love, Violence and the Cross: 
How the Nonviolent God Saves Us through the Cross of Christ 
 

Date: Sundays, 5/1, 5/8, 5/15, 5/22 Time: 8:30 – 9:45 a.m. 
Location: Room 10 Class Size: 10-20 
Convener: Minda Lucero Fee: $20 
 
 
 

Ongoing Classes 
 
The Many Faces of God               Sharon Noteboom 
 

We read books that expand our understanding of our own faith tradition 
and explore other religions.  Discussions are always lively and spirited.  
We invite you to join us.   
 
Sharon Noteboom is a teacher, student and longtime member of our 
church. 
 

Date: First Saturday of each month Time: 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Thornhill Room Class Size: 8-12 
Convener: Jean Gregory Fee: none 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study                    Ben Daniel 
 
Ben Daniel is the pastor of Montclair Presbyterian Church.  He leads a 
weekly bible study.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
 
 
 

Date: Wednesdays Time: 12:00 -1:30 p.m. 
Location: Thornhill Room Class Size: 8-12 
Convener: N/A Fee: none 

 
Spring 2016 MPC Adult Education Class Information 

 

How do I participate in Adult Education Classes? 
 
Adult Education classes are open to all adults.  Participation means a commitment to [1] attendance, [2] 
any assigned preparation, and [3] notification to the convener when an absence will be unavoidable.   
 
For additional information about the offerings, please come to sign-up tables during registration at Family 
Hour on Sundays, January 10, 17, and 24, or contact the convener.  Full payment is due upon 
registration.  Scholarships are available.  The church will provide childcare if requested.  Contact one of 
the Adult Education co-chairs, Margaretha Derasary at 510-339-2282 or Linda Benson at 510-865-1215. 
 
 

How else can I be involved with Adult Education? 
 
You can contact one of the Adult Education co-chairs, Margaretha Derasary at 510-339-2282 or Linda 
Benson at 510-865-1215, for the following: 
 

· If you would like to give a donation to or request a scholarship 
· If you would like to become a convener (conveners attend the class for free)  
· If you’d like to join the Adult Education committee 
· If you would like to lead a class, or have an idea for a class you’d like to see 


